
Notation for Piano 
 
Piano music uses two groups of 5 lines (each group is called a stave) as shown below - the top 
stave is for the right hand and the bottom is for the left. At its most basic, this shows the pitch 
(vertically) and duration (horizontally) of notes, grouping them into small sections, called “bars”. 

The Right Hand 
 

The top stave, marked with the swirly treble clef, covers the 
upper half of the keyboard. Each line and space represents a 
different note/key, as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An easy way to work out which note to play is with the phrase: ‘FACE in the space’, relating to the 
fact that F A C and E are the notes in the spaces between the 5 lines. Go up or down the musical 
alphabet to work out other notes. Notes outside the stave (higher or lower) have their own lines 
added, called ledger lines, as shown above - the first note is middle-C which has its own small line. 
 

The Left Hand 
 

The lower half of the piano is marked with the bass clef. 
Work out these notes with the phrase “All Cows Eat 
Grass”, as A C E and G are in the spaces. 

The last note, with the ledger line, is middle-C - the very same note shown in the treble clef image.   
 
Bars and Bar Lines 
 

The vertical lines are called bar lines and the space in 
between is the bar. A double bar line signifies the end of the 
piece or section of music. Each bar has an equal duration, 
shown by the time signature. 
 
 

 
 

 

Note Lengths 
        semi-breve - whole note 

  minim - ½ note 

  crotchet - ¼ note 

               quaver - ⅛ note 

Notes with a dot afterwards are 
worth an extra ½ their value: 

 
       dotted-minim - ¾ note 

  dotted-crotchet - ⅜ note 
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Time Signatures 
 

The top number shows the number of 
beats per bar, 

The bottom number shows the type of 
note being counted. 

 
4 ¼ notes (crotchets) per bar 
 

 
12 ⅛ notes (quavers) per bar 
 

Note Names 
 

There are 7 letters used for music notes: 
  

A B C D E F G 
 

After G the musical alphabet starts again 
with A. 

Notes with the same letter name sound 
the same, only higher or lower 
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